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  Another Rotary success story! 
Greetings/Update from Walter Ladwig 

I understand that the San Diego district recently had the Rotary Foundation 
Seminar up at the Salk Institute.  I still have great memories from that day, and I wanted 
to fill you and the Mission Valley East club in on what I have been doing since finishing 
my Ambassadorial Scholarship. 

While still in Prague I made the decision to return to graduate school to earn a 
Masters degree in International Relations.  I was accepted into the Woodrow Wilson 
School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton.  In addition, I was awarded a 
graduate fellowship that provided full tuition and a stipend for living expenses.  There is 
no doubt in my mind that the prestige of the Ambassadorial scholarship, and the 
(something) experience that I gained while living the Czech Republic significantly 
enhanced my competitiveness for graduate school (in addition to Princeton, I was 
accepted at Harvard and Johns Hopkins.) 

At Princeton I focused my studies on national security and U.S. defense policy.  This 
naturally led me to a stint at the Pentagon.  Between May and August of last year, I 
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worked as a speechwriter on Secretary Rumsfeld’s staff.  While at the Pentagon I had a 
draft a number of speeches ranging from September 11th related memorials to 
congressional testimony.  Working as speechwriter gave me both a great opportunity to 
see the inner workings of the Pentagon and a chance to work with the Secretary of 
Defense.   

Last fall I had an opportunity to make my first trip to Africa.  I worked as part of a policy 
team that was examining the withdrawal of UN peacekeepers from Sierra Leone.  Though 
rich in diamonds, Sierra Leone is one of the world's most impoverished countries. Conflict 
diamonds (also called blood diamonds) were smuggled out of the country to fund a brutal 
ten year civil war that has left the nation in tatters. The RUF rebel group that waged war 
against the elected government made international headlines with its brutal tactic of 
chopping off the arms of people they suspected of being loyal to the government.  The 
conflict finally ended when British troops intervened to smash the rebel army.  Although 
peace was declared in January 2002, it is very fragile and many local groups are afraid 
that if the UN were to withdrawal its troops, violence could return.  That was the 
backdrop for our in-country assessment.  As part of our research, my team of six traveled 
to Sierra Leone for a week, where we conducted field research and interviews.  Despite the 
ravages of the civil war, there is a Rotary chapter in Freetown (the capital.)  I was hoping 
to attend the meeting of the Freetown chapter, but the day of the meeting I was upcountry 
visiting Pakistani peacekeepers.  Upon returning to the United States, my team produced 
a seventy five page report that we then briefed to the Africa Bureau of the State 
Department in Washington, DC, and the Peacekeeping Department of the United Nations 
in New York.  As you can imagine, it was quite an experience! 

Despite returning to the US, I have kept in touch with many of my friends in Prague.  In 
April, my wife Jen and I went to the wedding of a friend of mine in Prague.  The lead up 
to a traditional Czech wedding even involved a trip to the bride’s village and an elaborate 
ceremony where we had to “buy” the bride from the collective villagers. 

In June I graduated from Princeton, and now I live in Washington. I am currently 
working for a defense analysis firm that conducts long term “deep thinking” studies for 
the Department of Defense.  I enjoy my work tremendously; however, my wife and I 
remain hopeful that we can return to San Diego some time soon.  Unfortunately, for the 
time being, most of the defense analyst jobs are in the Capitol area.  Perhaps after I gain a 
few years of experience I can come back to San Diego and consult for the Navy :> 

As I write this, I realize how amazing and exciting the last two years have been.  Rotary 
(particularly the folks at Mission Valley East) played a principal role in opening doors for 
me by selecting me as an Ambassadorial Scholar. I am extremely grateful for everything 
that Rotary has given me, and I look forward to giving back in return.  Please pass my 
greetings along to the Mission Valley club.  I hope I can pay a visit the next time I am in 
San Diego. 
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Best regards,  Walter Ladwig  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Rotary Woman Spearheads School Building Project in 
Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu, India 
 

Deborah Lindholm, International Chair for La Jolla Sunrise Rotary Club of 
District 5340, exemplifies and personifies the Rotary spirit of International Service. 
During the past five years, Deborah and 
her Rotarian friends and associates in the 
Foundation for Women (FFW) have raised 
more than $100,000 for microcredit loans 
to more than 60,000 women in the district 
of Trichy, in impoverished southern India. 
The loan repayment rate is an astonishing 
99.3% among these the poorest of the poor 
on the planet. 

On a recent trip to India, Deborah 
and her colleagues committed to building a 
modern concrete school; construction has 
already begun. On September 5, S. Deveraj, microcredit program coordinator from India, 
was welcomed to San Diego for a kick-off capital campaign luncheon and reception. In 
attendance were District 5340 Governor Mike Stelman and RI Foundation 
Chair Larry Scott. In just a few hours, $6,750 of  the $100,000 needed for the building 
fund was raised. Deborah says that "with God's help and your donations, this grassroots 
effort will result in the building being completed by the end of 2003."  

Deborah and her La Jolla Sunrise Rotary raised an 
additional $10,000, which when matched with DDF (District 
Designated Funds) and RI, will result in a new $25,000 grant 
in cooperation with Raja Michael's Rotary Club of 
Tiruchirapalli, of District 3000. This money will be used to 
equip the school with educational materials, computers, 
uniforms and to purchase van transportation for the children 
to and from rural villages. The direct educational cost is only 
$25/student/year. The school will offer a first-ever 
educational opportunity for 500 children of microcredit 
borrowers and their families, who are living on less than 
$1/day for a family of five. 

The current "bricks and mortar campaign" features 
many ways to support the school building effort: buy a brick for $25, mortar for $1/foot, a 
door or a window for $100, or a wall for $1,000.  All donations at whatever level are 
genuinely welcome and appreciated. 
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You or your Rotary club can help with this effort. Your club foundation may wish 
to sponsor a classroom for $10,000. For more information and details concerning this 
project or the next FFW humanitarian trip to India, contact Deborah Lindholm at the 
Foundation for Women at (858) 483-0400 or deborah@foundationforwomen.org. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Save the Date: Saturday, Oct. 25 
Immunization Seminar 
This seminar will provide updated information on immunizations and help Rotary Clubs 
to increase immunization rates of children and adults in District 5340. Club presidents, 
community service directors and chairs of immunization committees are especially 
encouraged to attend. Others are welcome. 
District Governor Mike Stelman will address the group, and the featured speaker 
will be Mark Sawyer, M.D., professor of clinical pediatrics at UCSD and executive 
medical director for the San Diego Immunization Partnership, County of San Diego 
Health. 
The seminar will be Saturday, Oct. 25, from 8:30 to 11 a.m., at 328 Maple St., in Hillcrest. 
You can register online, at rotary5340.org, or for more information,  contact 
HGKELL@aol.com. 
 
What is the Don't Wait Vaccinate Committee? 

Because of Rotary's success in worldwide eradication of polio, Rotarians were asked 
to help with the improvement of infant immunization rates here in the United States. 

In the early 1990s, infant immunization rates in the USA for children under two-
against all childhood diseases including polio-was approximately 50%, one of the lowest 
rates in the entire world. Rotary International launched this program in 1994, under the 
name "PolioPlusUSA." 

The District 5340 "Don't Wait Vaccinate" Committee was formed in 1994 and has 
been meeting monthly ever since. Cheryl Wilson of the Downtown Rotary club has 
generously provided a meeting room and continental breakfast at St. Paul's Senior Home 
in Hillcrest.  

Rotarians Larry Scott, Amnon Ben-Yehuda, Glenn Kellogg, Michael 
Bardin, Burt Nestor and Chuck Ayers regularly attend. Others are welcome to 
join us. 
Also in attendance is Cathy Booth from the San Diegp County Immunization Program. 
We are part of the San Diego County Immunization Initiative (I-3), a coalition of more 
than 130 community and health service organizations, whose goal is to raise immunization  
rates in children and adults. These combined efforts have raised rates in children under 
two from 51% in 1987 to 81 to 85% today. The effort is ongoing. 

The purpose of the district committee is to motivate and guide Rotary clubs in 
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District 5340 to launch immunization projects in their respective communities. These are 
hands-on projects, usually with local clinics and schools. It is distinctly not a fundraiser. 

Each year at the Rotary Foundation Seminar, a plaque is presented to the club that 
has helped the most in achieving our goal.We are available to give programs to clubs 
about immunizations. Contact: H. Glenn Kellogg, M.D. (HGKELL@aol.com, 619-
281-8593) or Amnon Ben-Yehuda (AmnonBy@aol.com, 619-582-6127. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Join Fellow Rotarians to Lend a Hand to San Diego Habitat 
for Humanity (SDHFH) 
Your club can become part of the "Rotary House" in San Diego Habitat for cumanity's 
multi-family development of 12 attached townhomes at 620 N. Hickory Street in 
Escondido. SDHFH builds simple and decent, affordable homes in partnership with 
working, low-income families in need. Offering families a "hand up, not a handout," 
Habitat homes are sold to qualifying families at no profit, financed with 0% mortgages. 

Several Rotary clubs have already joined the "Rotary House" coalition with 
contributions to co-sponsor the house. Rotary House will be a tangible example of all 
Rotarians' commitment to community service and support. Scheduling of volunteer 
builders will begin this fall, and Rotarians are invited to join this effort to help a local 
family in need achieve the American dream of homeownership. 

For more info contact Craig Colburn, Community Service Director for the 
Rotary Club of Carlsbad, care of kimc@habitatsdiego.org or call (619) 465-7576, Ext. 308. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

District 5340 Club Highlights 
Each month, an Assistant Governor will highlight items of interest from each of his 

or her clubs. If there is anything you would like to share with your fellow District 5340 
Rotarians, please contact your club's Assistant Governor for that recognition. 

From Assistant Governor Dave Breeding: 
BONSALL 
The Rotary Club of Bonsall is ready to roll with its "Luau in Paradise" fundraiser 

on September 27, reports club President Randy Carlson. The event will include 
food, drink, Polynesian dancers and dancing under the stars for a festive celebration. The 
annual "Bonsall Rotary Wine and Food Festival" will take place in early June.  The event 
this year was a huge success with 143 wineries pouring, gourmet food from local 
restaurants, and good music and dancing-and more than 900 people in attendance! 

The Bonsall Rotarians plan to continue their annual housebuilding in Mexico and 
are excited about their new international projects of adopting kids at a girl's orphanage in 
Tecate and a hands-on project of improving a fresh water system, sewer system, and other  

maintenance projects at a boy's orphanage, also in Tecate. Bonsall Rotary continues 
with its support of the REINS Therapeutic Horsemanship Program for the handicapped. 
The club contributes financially and with work projects. The enthusiastic and dedicated  
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support of each Bonsall Rotarian is the key to the success of this small club's 
projects. 

 
CARLSBAD HI-NOON 
The Carlsbad Hi-Noon Rotary Club welcomes Rotarians and other guests to 

Monday noon meetings. Visitors are welcomed heartily with the club's famous "welcome 
song." The club, chartered in 1980, has about 70 members. It sponsors an Interact club at 
Carlsbad High School, sends facilitators and students to RYLA, hosts the Summer Youth 
Camp, provides local children with a holiday party in early December and works with 
orphanages in Central America and Mexico. 

The club's biggest fundraiser is the Oktoberfest, held the first Saturday in October 
in Holiday Park, Carlsbad. This event is co-sponsored with the Carlsbad Rotary Club, the 
Women's Resource Center and the Carlsbad Boys and Girls Club. All share the work and 
the proceeds.In addition to all the club's many service projects, President Bob 
Fenner reports this club has some athletic bragging rights, too. It has won the Rotary 
volleyball tournament two out of the last three years.  Two years ago, it finished second. 
The club will host of the Family of Rotary Volleyball Tournament, involving two Rotary 
Zones, in February-watch for announcements. And if that is not enough, the club placed 
third in the Rotary Golf Tournament in San Diego last year. 

 
ESCONDIDO 
The Escondido Rotary Club is the third largest club in the district with more than 

190 members. Each week member sing a completely new song, especially written to 
recognize the speaker or program for the day. To their knowledge, this is the only club in 
the Rotary world that does this. 

More than 50 of the club's members have perfect attendance for the past year, and 
President Norm Syler is busy implementing his theme of "Recognition and 
Involvement." The club has a special heart for education in the community, including 
scholarships, student awards, student guests and an adopted school. The Rotarians 
support the Escondido Boys and Girls Club, RYLA, the YMCA, and have sponsored a 
Boy Scout troop for more than 50 years. 

The club always gas been active in the PolioPlus fight.  In 1998-99, members raised 
$43,000 to start the district toward a banner year. One members, Dr. Nick Tsoulos, has 
traveled to Eritrea to assist in the polio immunization effort there. In just the last two 
years, the club has collected another $43,332 for this important fight. 

The Escondido Rotary Club has already provided five governors for District 5340 
and is the home club of District Governor-elect Sandi Rimer. 

 
FALLBROOK VILLAGE 
The Fallbrook Village Rotary Club has embarked on an ambitious project to reduce 

the likelihood of Type II Diabetes onset among children in the community. The project, 
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called the Defeat Diabetes Campaign, was conceived as the club's Rotary Centennial 
contribution to the community. According to club President Dennis Lindeman, 
their concept is to bring the benefits of medical, educational and other community 
resources together to test all children in Fallbrook, Bonsall, DeLuz, and Rainbow and 
make all parents aware of the disease symptoms. The Rotarians plan to bring to parents 
the information and insight needed to positively enhance the quality of life of their 
children. 

So far, this collaborative effort has involved the Fallbrook Healthcare District, the 
Fallbrook Union Elementary School District, the Fallbrook Community Center, the Boy's 
and Girl's Club, the ADA, and the Village News. 

Way to go, Fallbrook Village Rotary Club! 
 
SAN LUIS REY 
If you find yourself in need of a morning make-up meeting, consider joining the San 

Luis Rey Rotary Club any Wednesday at 7:15 a.m. at the Jolly Roger Restaurant on the 
water along Oceanside Harbor. Don't let the soft clank of the sailboats or the morning fog 
fool you-this club will wake you up and get your day off to a happy start. 

President Laurie Dunne has ambitious goals for the year, including adding 
seven new members (this is a club of 38 that has already added two since July and is 
working on a third), but, she says, "My REAL goal is to get people to look forward to 
Wednesday mornings because they get to go to Rotary! I want our meeting to be the 
highlight of getting through the week. Our club is a cheerful place where people with a 
common cause can come together and enjoy an hour or so and feel good about who they 
are and how much their presence here on earth can change the world-and how much it 
DOES change the world." Laurie adds, "We like to have the reputation of being the "fun" 
club." 

Not only do they have fun, they also have whole list of active service projects-so 
much so they were awarded the District Community Service Award last year. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
November is the month set aside by Rotary International to 
highlight the Rotary Foundation.   
 

District 5340 plans to kick off the month on 
November 1 with the 2003 District 5340 Rotary 
Foundation Gala.   

The 2003 Gala will be a celebration of the 
work done by our own Rotarians.  This will be an 
exciting extravaganza with a Hollywood, 
Academy Awards theme.  It will be held at the 
Town and Country Convention Center in the 

A Night With The Stars of Rotary! A Night With The Stars of Rotary! 

The Academy Awards of District 5340!
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Grand Ballroom.  A black tie optional dinner/dance will set this event aside from past 
Foundation celebrations.  The caterers at the Town and Country have promised us a great 
dinner and reception held before dinner during check-in. 

Rotarians and clubs will be recognized at this event for the work they do on behalf 
of the Rotary Foundation.  You will not have to look far to recognize the stars of District 
5340, just look in the mirror! 

The evening will be capped off with the rousing, rock and roll music of the Fabulous 
Mar Dels.  They are known throughout San Diego and Southern California as the premier 
musical group to have at your event.  They will provide the music you will dance the night 
away to.  If you are worried about partying until all hours, don’t. Rooms at the Town and 
Country Resort have been set aside at $99.00 which is a discount from then normal $130-
140.00 room charge.  However, the rooms will be based on availability so Rotarians who 
wish to spend the night should make their reservations early by calling 800-772-8527 and 
mentioning the Rotary event. 

No Hollywood event will rival the 2003 District 5340 Rotary Foundation Gala!  
Register now, don’t miss out!  You still have a chance to get special Front Row Seating! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Rotary Foundation Seminar is Great Success 
 
Rotary District 5340 held its Annual Rotary Foundation Seminar Sept. 6 at the Salk 

Institute, with Dr. Mark Burdette of the Rotary Club of Poway serving as master of 
ceremonies. 

Past Rotary International President Richard D. King was the keynote 
speaker, and King acknowledged how much service District 5340 has done for Rotary and 
the Rotary Foundation. 

We learned about our Alumni  Association which is unique to District 5340 and 
brings together former Group Study Exchange (GSE) team members, Ambassadorial 
Scholars and Rotary Volunteers to discuss opportunities to serve. Philippe Lamoise of 
Torrey Pines Rotary, who became a Rotary Volunteer in India as a result, reported on his 
trip. 

 
Don Yeckel of Torrey Pines and Mil Phillips of La Jolla Golden Triangle introduced 
our inbound and outbound Ambassadorial Scholars. 
Marge Cole of Santee Lakeside resented our GSE team leaders and teams. 
PDG Dick Thorn of Point Loma introduced examples of matching grants, including the 
Rotary Club of La Jolla's Scholar's Lab in Tijuana. 
Phil Dotts of Brawley reminded us of all the good work and opportunities a Village 
Bank matching grant creates. 
Dr. Glenn Kellogg of La Mesa explained the Don't Wait, Vaccinate program that was 



 

 -9- 

made possible by a Blane Matching Grant. 
We met Wolf Berger, one of our recipients of Grants for University Teachers. 
Fary Moini of La Jolla Golden Triangle, recipient of Lifetime Television's Lifetime 
Achievement award for Home Town Heros, updated us on the progress of her school in 
Jalalabad, built by a helping grant.  
DGN Bob Watson of Coronado told us that District 5340 alone has raised more than 
$1 million for Polio Plus campaign.  
PDG Steve Brown led a Peace Forum that included Rotary Peace Scholars Zewdineh 
Beyene, from Ethiopia, and Tenzin Bhuchung, from India. They are studying at UC 
Berkeley. 

Judy Gallegos of Poway Rotary Club chaired this event. She was assisted by 
Angie Gallegos in Registration. San Diego Downtown Rotaract helped with check in, 
and Jim O'Meara was the sergeant-at-arms. Tours of the Salk Institute followed the 
event. 

 
 

Photos taken at the Foundation 
Seminar by Jack Campbell 
 
Angie Gallegos, Judy Gallegos and 
District Governor Mike Stelman 
 
 

 
 
Don Yeckle, Torrey Pines 
Rotary, Inbound Ambassadorial 
Scholars 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Fary Moini, La Jolla Golden Triangle Rotary, she talked 
about the school in Jalalabad. 
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Bill Stumbaugh, Santee-
Lakeside Rotary, Inbound 
Ambassadorial Scholars. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
INBOUND LONG TERM YOUTH EXCHANGE STUDENTS 

ARRIVE 
Out three inbound long term youth exchange students arrived in late August. They 

met each other for the first time at a district inbound orientation meeting in Coronado on 
September 13th. They also traveled together to a regional inbound orientation on eptember 
20th where they met up with approximately 35 other inbound students from southern 
California Rotary districts. 

Club 33, living up to its long 
standing commitment, is once again 
hosting a student this year. Giulia 
Mastrolilli from D-2080 in Italy is 
living with the Chuck Pretto family. 
Chuck is a member of Club 33. The club 
counselor is Jane Signaigo-Cox.  

District 2050 from Italy is 
sponsoring Francesca Lissidini. 
“Francy” is being hosted by the 
National City club and is residing with 
Rotarian Bob Chalfa’s family. John 
Halstead is the club counselor. 

Coronado Rotarian Dan Hutchison and his family are the host parents for 
Javier Fraile from D-2200 in Spain. Thanks to club counselor Vernie Welch and the 
Coronado club for going the extra mile to host. 

Thanks to the generosity of these hosting clubs and the many families, Rotarian and 
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non-Rotarian alike, who will be involved as a host family before the end of this school 
year, these three young students are in for a life changing and goodwill ambassador 
experience. 

You will meet our students at the October district council meeting on Tuesday, 
October 14th. 

Submitted by: Russ Hanthorn Co-Chair, District Youth Exchange Committee 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

WATER PROS TEAM WITH 5340!    
 

In September 2002 and thanks to the spearheading of La Jolla Sunrise Rotarian, 
Grant Deane, discussions began with Dr. Lisa Shaffer and John Evey of the 
world-famous Scripps Institute of Oceanography. The three to five month program of 
Rotary’s Grants For University Teachers was recognized as the key fit to partner Rotary 
with Scripps by sending professors from Scripps to teach in developing countries. 

Drs. Walter Berger and Alexander ( Sasha ) Gershunov will teach in 
Chile and Russia, respectively, in early 2004. Water quality problems in developing 
countries require better education to facilitate corrective measures to bad situations 
impacting health and environment. Berger’s Rotary Host Club is La Jolla Golden 
Triangle with Rotarian, Irwin Rubenstein, as Host Club Counselor. Alexander ( 
Sasha ) Gershunov has La Jolla Sunrise as Host Club and Rotarian, George 
Dewhurst, as Host Club Counselor. The Host Clubs and Host Club Counselors are 
responsible for the orientation to Rotary of both scholars prior to their departure.  

This Rotary Foundation program is funded through Annual Giving donations to 
The Rotary Foundation by donors within District 5340. Two more short-term 
scholarships, valued up to $12,500 each,  have been approved by our 5340 SHARE 
Committee for the 2004/05 year…to continue our connection with the Scripps Institute. 

If your club wishes to be a Host Club for one of the 2004/05 scholarships, please 
contact  PDG Wayne Cusick at 858-550-8106 or email mrgoodgas@aol.com. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Rotary Radio 
DG Mike was a guest on my internet radio show,  Rotary Radio sponsored by District  
5340, this past Tuesday.  The show, on www.wsradio.com, has been donated to Rotary 
by Rotarians for the past 16 months and was originally sponsored by former DG Larry 
Scott.  DG Mike was as interested as Larry but even more excited when he realized the 
tremendous potential to inform the entire planet about Rotary's great work globally.  You 
can visit wsradio's website & hear the past 4 shows that are archived. 
 
Rotary Radio is a gift to RI from Rotarian Chris Murch (858-623-0199x100), Poway 
Rotary Club.  He's wsradio's president and a 4th generation Rotarian.  I, a member of 
San Diego club 33 & Paul Harris Fellow, host the show.  
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Recently deceased Paul Harris Fellow Tony Amato got it going.  As I say at the beginning 
of each show, Rotary Radio is a show by Rotarians, about Rotarians, for all of planet 
Earth.  Past guests include "Mr. Rotary" & PRIP Clif Dochterman, PRIP Rick King, the 
honchos at Evanston, DG Larry Scott, officers of club 33, the first 25 Rotary Clubs 
represented by their current presidents or other officers, & others.  It's a very dynamic 
global way to get Rotary's good word out internationally & immediately - free!   
Gov. Mike asked me to send you this so you could add it to the September newsletter & 
notify every club in the district that is exists.  Right now, Rotary Radio is the best-kept 
secret in Rotary!  Tell everyone!  It has no value to Rotary if no one knows it's there!  And 
it's ALL 5340!  A Poway club member started it & a San Diego member hosts it!  TELL 
EVERYONE!  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SABA AND PETER SAY “ THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES!” 
 

WHEW! One year and thirty-three units later, Saba Tesfayohannes Kidane 
and Peter Mumo Gathuru have achieved their Masters Degree in International 
Studies at the USD/Joan B. Kroc Institute For Peace and Justice. Saba and Peter 
were among the first cohort of the new $25 million center financed by Joan Kroc. Joan’s 
intent is to have this facility be a font of learning, communication,  and conference for 
those interested in fostering world peace and understanding…the same goal as our Rotary 
Foundation! 

With this mutual goal, it was clear that we in District 5340 wanted a hands-on 
relationship in promotion of world peace and understanding…and our connection with 
the Joan B. Kroc IPJ was the answer. 

Actually, our 5340 involvement began nearly five years ago when Dr. Cynthia 
Villis, Associate Provost at USD and member of the La Jolla Golden Triangle Rotary 
Club, and PDGs Steve Brown and Wayne Cusick laid the groundwork for this 
peace connection between USD and Rotary District 5340. 

In 2000/01, the first recipient of our Donated Scholarship was Dr. Suhas 
Nambiar of the Gujarat Vidyapith University in Ahmedabad, India, Rotary District 
3050. In 2001/02, our recipient was Genevieve Kyarimpa of Kampala, Uganda in 
District 9200. This year, the first official year of the Kroc IPJ, saw us bring Saba from 
Eritrea and Peter from Kenya…both in District 9200.  

These Rotary Ambassadorial scholarships are valued up to $25,000. In 2004/05, our 
District SHARE Committee has approved one scholar from 9200 to attend the Kroc IPJ. 
We would not enjoy this peace connection with the USD/KROC IPJ if it weren’t for 
Provost Frank Lazarus’s help with many fees and expenses.  Our gratitude is 
extended to Dr. Cynthia Villis for her on-going dedication and tireless work to assist 
the scholars. Other key players on the Kroc IPJ team include Drs. Lee Ann Otto and 



 

 -13- 

Joyce Neu. Today, we look for qualified scholars who also receive a Fulbright 
Scholarship and are from District 9200 where we have focused a large part of our 
international efforts over the past seven years. The financial input from Rotary, 
Fulbright, and USD combine to make this connection possible.  

The real heros in this program are the Host Clubs and their Host Club Counselors 
who “adopt” a scholar for the school year and make them feel welcome in San Diego. 
Their responsibilities include orientation of the scholar and settling in upon their arrival 
in San Diego, participation in club meetings at least once per month, involvement in club 
activities/work projects, and inclusion in District events. Please check out the 
Ambassadorial Scholars section of the District Directory…and feel free to invite these 
scholars to your club as they make an excellent program with interesting stories to tell of 
their homelands and experiences. 
 If your club would like to be a Host Club for a scholar or just want to learn more about 
this program,  please contact PDG Wayne Cusick 858-550-8106 or Sam Strong 858-
452-8167. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
IT’S OCTOBERFEST TIME AGAIN 
YOU’RE INVITED TO ATTEND THE ESCONDIDO SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB’S 
3RD ANNUAL OCTOBERFEST SAT OCTOBER 11, 2003 5:00 PM TO 10:00 PM 
AT THE ESCONDIDO BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB  
TICKETS ARE ONLY $25.00 PER PERSON 
GREAT POLKA MUSIC FOOD AND DRINKS 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
We want to hear from our clubs Rotarians... 

Is there something going in your club that you would like to share with your fellow clubs in 
District 5340? To get your news into the district newsletter and/or onto the district web site: Send your 
text items (150 words or less) to Julie Walker at julie@wc-ms.com Be sure to include Rotary in the 
email subject line! 

Send photos (jpg only) to Bob England at englandb@cox.net 
To post items on the web site calendar: go to rotary5340.org and click on the calendar. At the 

bottom of that page, there is a line regarding submitting items. Click on Dale Bailey's name. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


