Januaryl2, 2008

On January "7 we visited a village where the team observed silk saris being woven by hand.

Then it was off to an organic farm where a Rotatayed Engineering College is growing

bananas, coconuts, and Sapote (a breilashed, sweet frit) using 100% organic methods. The

farmers have been able to increase yields without adding pesticides and chemical fertilizers.
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production is currently aganic. Half of this is exported to Europe for which uses this for their

Kyoto treaty carbon offsets.

Later we observed two folk dances performed by male dancers. Tharear pounding

rhythms finally got to Julie. She got up and began arwigs, hipshaking dance to the
wonderment of her team mates and the assembled crowd. When it was over she had a wide
grin on her face!




In the dark of the evenind was finally welcomed back to India in a familiar and unmistakably
Indian wa. Mosquitoes that had been feasting on our two redheads seemed to have tired of
the novelty. After sampling the white and black bloa@ong our team members they joined
ranks and feasted on the familigme!

| awoke on January"&o find over 60 mosgito bites on my face, neck, arms and chest. Who
knows how many more are on my back. To make matters worse, team meifrdgg@nDobbins
pointed out to me that these mosquitoes were of the Anopheles variety because of their
unmistakable stanc@ was surprisetie remembered his training!!)The female of the species

is the once that carries Malaria. The variety we have encountered thus far has been the Culex
painful, but harmless. | can just hope that it wasiasquito bachelor party and the females
stayed hone.

We visited a 3 room Kindergarten school that is completely funded by the Rotary clubs of
Dindigul. The students are taught primarily in Tamil so while we observed the teachers and
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We then proceeded to a private school for teachers. The Principal outlined the basic curriculum

and teaching methods. The student teachers asked our teachers questions and we asked them

a few too. We then saw a few dancesome classicalnd some inspired by Saturday Night

Fever, Michael Jackson and MAg! India becomes more global its classical ways are losing

currency and being replaced by a more universal culture. | suspect India will be poorer for that.
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would be mech more fun if our teachers could meet small groups of teachers but private

interests appear to use our presence to impress the audience and the local press. | plan to tell

the GSE hair that this needs to be changed.



We left for Theni (late again!) and arrived around 5.30 pm. Once agaiwere met by friendly
Rotarians who advised us that the meeting would start at 6.30. | told them we needed to rest
and freshen upl also asked for the schedule for the next couple of days. Just as | feared it was
packed with events over the next two days. | told them | was sorry but we were promised a full
day of rest. Wesaid wewould be happy to participate in their events aftge had restedThey
accommodated us and we did.

The good news is that we each had a private hotel room. The bad news is that it was on a very

busy, noisy street with the barest of essentials. No matter we were happy for the privacy. We

joined them at ail’ely Rotary meeting where they engaged the team in several questions

regarding our observations about their educational systenit ¢l & F aFF YAf & yA3IK
their children with them and asked us to pose with their children.

On January®we departed for Thekadddy and the Perriyar National Park. Along the way we
crossed the Border into the state of Kerala. This is the state with the highest literacy rate in
India. It was also one of the first states in India to elect the Communist Party in theixties-
partly because of the Communist party was willing to address the issue of landless indentured
servants. The border of Tamil Nadu and Kerala is famous for its waterfalls, plants and

spices. Soon after we reached Kerala, we stopped atkBlagkso the team could look at the
spice shops and art stores.

We departed our hotel at 6.00 am on January 10 for Periyar National Park and Tiger Preserve.
The Periyar River originated in the Western Hills of India and used to drain into the ASsaian
The British built a dam on it and diverted it so that it irrigates Tamil Nadu and empties into the
Indian Ocean and a constant source of friction much as the Colorado is in the Western US.

We took a boat ride in the Park and were able to see blue Kiregflsrds, wild boar, Indian
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welcomed at the home of the Past President of the RC of Bodi. He and his family own rice

paddies, and plantations of cardamom, peppesconuts and assorted fruits.



For lunch we were taken to a coffee plantation where the government is testing various types
of coffee beans for their hardiness and yield. At the plantation were black pepper plants (green,
actually unti they dry), cardamom plants, jackfruit and other species. We had a catered lunch
under the large shade trees in a forest setting.

Then it was off to a sH&otton processing plant. Like most, | have heard of silk and cotton. But
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The pods are harvested by means of a long pole. After drying, they are cracked open and a very
silky type of cotton is inside a 5 inch pod. The cotton is cleanst#e afner seeds and the

white silky cotton is then used for stuffing mattresses, pillows and for making fabric.

We also stopped at a 3,000 student private School with students ranging ffam@™"

grades. Our teachers had the opportunity to teach apie of classes and compare student
reactions to their own in the USometeachers orthe team feel that the rote learning inhibits
creativity because the students were able to provide answers to factual questions but silent
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