
 

 

 

 

 

 

January 7, 2008 

We ended 2007 on a wonderful note as the Rotary Club of Srirangam took us to two historical sites and one 
spontaneous but delightful surprise. 
 
It is hard to say what was more beautiful, miles and miles of green rice paddies, or water-filled ponds alive 
with lilies and lotus blossoms, or coconut and banana plantations, or the brightly dressed women carrying 
baskets on their heads and smiling as we passed by.  
 
We were on our way to The Grand Anicut or Kallanai was built by the Chola king Karikalan around the 1st 
Century AD and is the oldest dam and water-regulator structure in the world, still in use.  It is a massive stone 
dam 1080 ft long and 60 ft wide, across the Cauvery River. The purpose was to divert water across the fertile 
Delta region for irrigation via canals. The dam which served as a model for later water projects has been 
updated and modernized to reduce flooding.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The team had the opportunity to walk on the dam and even enter the control room where water levels are 
checked so that water may be released, diverted or retained, depending on the situation. 
 
We then drove to Srinangam Temple, past small mud houses with palm thatched roofs. The houses looked so 
vulnerable to the elements. Yet it is all the people can afford ς it keeps them dry during the monsoons and 
cool during their blazing hot and humid summers. We of course continued to struggle with the oppressive 
heat and humidity during their coldest season of the year. 

Srirangam Temple Chola Period (9th - 13th century) with later additions 

Srirangam is an island within the Kaveri River (the largest river in the state and the 4th largest it India).  It is 
home to 1,500 followers of Lord Vishnu (one of the Trinity of Hindu Gods - the other two being Lord Shiva, the 
Destroyer and Lord Brahma, the Creator). 
 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chola
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karikalan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vishnu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu_deities
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiva
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brahma
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The Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple is the biggest functioning Hindu temple in the world and covers about 156 
acres. Angkor Wat in Cambodia is the biggest (but non-functioning) Hindu temple in the world.  It consists of 
seven concentric squares with access towers from the N, S, E, and West.  There are 21 gopurams (towers), the 
largest being 220 feet high. 

 

The temple complex consists of seven nested enclosures, whose walls are pierced by the tall 
gates providing access from all four directions N, S, E and West. The temple's outer three 
enclosures contain an entire town, with streets, houses, and shops. The inner four enclosures 
define the religious zone. The temple is dedicated to Vishnu ς one of the three gods of the 
Hindu Trinity. The grandeur of the towers decrease as one moves away from, them towards the 
inner sanctum signifying that a person has to move away from earthly attachments in the 
spiritual quest.  No one really knows when the temple came into being. 
 
According to legend, a descendant of the Sun God, Rama presented the shrine to Vibishana 
ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ wŀƳŀΩs coronation. Vibhishana, carrying the temple on his head on the way 
to Sri Lanka, rested at Srirangam and the shrine took root. The temple has a traceable history 
with written references to it in the third and 11th centuries. Architecturally the temple of 
Srirangam is unique among the great temples of India. The Sculptures found in the temple are 
some of the finest. The towers are supported by 1,000 stone pillars ς each intricately carved 
from a single block of granite. The pictures below include the columns and outer walls. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Ranganathaswamy_Temple_%28Srirangam%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu_temple
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angkor_Wat
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It was simply Amazing! 

We started New YearΩs day with the Rotary Club of Trichy. The streets were packed with people celebrating. 
There were long lines outside the temples we passed as worshippers and festive alike wanted to get the New 
Year off to a good start. 

 

 

We were guided through the temple by the High 
Priest who was not only a religious leader but a 
fluent English-speaking MBA. All of this was 
arranged by a Rotarian who is a substantial donor 
and member of the temple. 
 
We had lunch at the home of another Rotarian 
whose family had extensive land holdings in the 
area. It was his land we had admired all along. 
 
As we headed back, tired, hot, and stuffed full of 
food, we were asked if we would mid making a 
ōǊƛŜŦ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ wƻǘŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 
offer that was impossible to refuse. And we were 
ŀƭƭ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ ²Ŝ ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ Iƛǎ 
9th grade daughter was an accomplished Bharat 
Natyam dancer (classical south Indian dance) and 
a singer. She sat on the floor in her brightly 
colored skirt and sang a lively classical song while 
keeping rhythm by patting her palm on her leg to 
simulate the drums.  
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We visited an innovative school that was started by a retired college professor to serve the children of lower 
castes. One of their campuses is located in the middle of a rice paddy. The school is supported by the Rotary 
/ƭǳōΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎ 
founder.  
 
We then drove to Worairur ς a suburb of Trichy and went to a Middle School that had been started in 1902 to 
serve the lower strata (children of untouchables). All the students were children of the lower castes whose 
parents pick through garbage to recycle it in order to earn a living. Very often children have to help the 
families do this too.  
 
Until the school was adopted by Rotarians it lacked basic sanitary facilities. Over the last few years the school 
was completely rebuilt. Rotarians provided children with money for books and uniforms. They brought water 
and installed toilets.  
 
In the afternoon we were joined by the District Governor and several Past Presidents of the club. The RC club 
was thanked for its support and we were told about some of the things the school needed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ς such as breakfast for orphaned students and a room where they can study in the evenings. They have no 
electric lights in their homes. The DG promised that those needs would be met.  
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǳōŜǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ άIŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊέ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ 
pleasant refuge that children love coming to the school. It warmed our hearts to be with them. The children 
then performed a few classical dances for us and answered translated questions. They were smiling, well-
behaved and attentive and exuberantly happy. 
 
We started January 2nd at a Micro Credit bank. This bank makes loans as small as $250 to help women start a 
variety of business such as selling tea, knitting scarves, doing embroidery, sewing, etc.  This particular bank has 
80 branches in south India. We also visited one of their borrowers ς a woman who now has 100 customers. 
²Ŝ ǎŀǿ ƘŜǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ WǳƭƛŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƻŎƘŜǘŜŘ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜέ ǎƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ Lǘ Ŏƻǎǘ мрл ǊǳǇŜŜǎ ƻǊ ϷоΦтрΦ 
 
We also visited 3 schools ς 2 Rotary supported schools serving the underclass and a school serving the children 
of ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǎǳōǳǊōŀƴƛǘŜǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ŎƭǳōΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘύΦ    ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
able to engage with the students and the teachers. 

 

 


