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We ended 2007 on a wonderful note as the Rotary Club of Srirangam tookws hastorical sites and one
spontaneous but delightful surprise.

It is hard to say what was more beautiful, miles and miles of green rice paddies, offikateponds alive
with lilies and lotus blossoms, or coconut and banana plantations, or the brightly dressed women carrying
baskets on their heads and smiling as we passed by.

We were on our way tdhe Grand Anicutr Kallanai was built by théholaking Karikalararound the 1st

Century AD and is the oldest dam and wategulator structure in the world, still in use. It is a masstone

dam 1080 ft long and 60 ft wide, across the Cauvery River. The purpose was to divert water across the fertile
Delta region for irrigation via canals. The dam which served as a model for later water projects has been
updated and modernized to redud®oding.

The team had the opportunity to walk on the dam and even enter the control room where water levels are
checked so that water may be released, diverted or retajrigbendingon the situation.

We then drove tdSrinangam Temp]@ast small mud houses with palm thatched roofs. The houses looked so
vulnerable to the elements. Yet it is all the people can affpitckeeps them dry during the monsoons and

cool during their blazing hot and humid summers. We of course continued tggdawvith the oppressive

heat and humidity during their coldest season of the year.

Srirangam Templ€hola Period (9th 13th century) with later additions

Srirangam is an island within the Kaveri River (the largest river in the state anti kagydst  India). It is
home to 1,500 followers dford Vishnyone of the Trinity oHindu Gods the other two beind-ord Shivathe
Destroyer and_ord Brahmathe Creator).


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chola
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karikalan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vishnu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu_deities
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiva
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brahma

TheSri Ranganathaswamy Temddhe biggest functioninglindu templein the world and covers about 156
acres.Angkor Watin Cambodia is the biggest (but nfumctioning) Hindu temple in the world. It consists of
seven concentric squares with access towers from the N, S, E, and West. There are 21 gopuramstii@swers),
largest being 220 feet high

The temple complegonsists of seven nested enclosures, whose walls are pierced by the t:
gates providing access from all four directions N, S, E and West. The temple's outer three
enclosures contain an entire town, thistreets, houses, and shops. The inner four enclosure
define the religious zone. The temple is dedicated to Vighone of the three gods of the
Hindu Trinity. The grandeur of the towers decrease as one moves away from, them towar
inner sanctum ignifying that a person has to move away from earthly attachments in the
spiritual quest. No one really knows when the temple came into being.

According to legend, a descendant of the Sun God, Rama presented the shrine to Vibishe
gKSY KS | U & EoyoraBoR. VibHisNahaQcarrying the temple on his head on the w
to Sri Lanka, rested at Srirangam and the shrine took root. The temple has a traceable his
with written references to it in the third and 11th centuries. Architecturally the temple of
Srirangam is unique among the great temples of India. The Sculptures found in the temple
some of the finest. The towers are supported by 1,000 stone pdlaeh intricately carved
from a single block of granite. The pictures below include the cotuamd outer walls.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Ranganathaswamy_Temple_%28Srirangam%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu_temple
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angkor_Wat

